
YSEMA  ·  Introduction to Research

Lecture 2  ·  June 2025

Understanding Health Equity

Instructor:  Atalay Demiray, MD, MSc

Yale School of Public Health  ·  Department of Health Policy and Management

Yale Summer Enrichment Medical Academy (YSEMA)  ·  Summer 2025

© 2025 Atalay Demiray.  All rights reserved.

Licensed under Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International
(CC BY-NC-ND 4.0)  ·  https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

You may:

·  Download and share these slides for personal, educational, and non-commercial use, with proper credit.

You may not:

·  Use these slides for commercial purposes.

·  Modify, adapt, remix, or build upon them.

·  Redistribute modified versions.

Some figures may be third-party content used under fair use for teaching. To reuse those independently,

please contact the original authors.

For permissions beyond this license: atalay.demiray@yale.edu  ·  atalaydemiray.com



Atalay Demiray, MD, MSc
Department of Health Policy and Management

Welcome YSEMA
Understanding Health Equity

June 2025

© Demiray  ·  YSEMA 2025  ·  CC BY-NC-ND 4.0  ·  atalay.demiray@yale.edu



1

© Demiray  ·  YSEMA 2025  ·  CC BY-NC-ND 4.0  ·  atalay.demiray@yale.edu



Books
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  First You Read       &       Then  We Discuss

Chapter 1: Thinking in Print

Chapter 2: Connecting with Your Reader

Chapter 3: From Topics to Questions

Chapter 4: From Questions to Problems

Chapter 5: From Problems to Sources

Chapter 6: Engaging Sources

Chapter 7: Making Good Arguments

Chapter 8: Making Claims

Chapter 9: Assembling Reasons and Evidence

Chapter 10: Acknowledgments and Responses

Chapter 11: Warrants
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Objectives
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• Define health equity and distinguish it 

from health equality.

• Understand key social determinants 

of health (SDOH).

• Recognize examples of health 

inequity in the U.S.

• Reflect on their role as future 

healthcare providers.
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“
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Medicine should be viewed as 
social justice work in a world 
that is so sick and so riven by 
inequities.
- Dr. Paul Farmer

What does “equity” mean to you?
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Questions
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